Lesson 3 – Your first chords…
In Lesson 2, you learned how to read tabs and you learned the C-Scale:
e -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b ----------------------------------------------0-----1--------------------------------------

g ------------------------------0-----2-----------------------------------------------------

d --------0-----2----3----------------------------------------------------------------------

a ---3---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now, you know the first and last notes in this scale are “C” (C D E F G A B C) so the 3rd fret on the a-string and the 1st fret on the b-string are C notes, but the second one is one octave higher. Here’s the scale with a few notes selected:

e -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b ----------------------------------------------0-----1--------------------------------------

g ------------------------------0-----2-----------------------------------------------------

d --------0-----2----3----------------------------------------------------------------------

a ---3---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The above selected notes, when played together, look like this:

e -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b ---1--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ---2---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d ---0---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a ---3---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is the C-chord. A chord is two or more notes played together. The fingering, or the placement of which fingers for which notes, is as follows:
      C

e ---------

b ---1---- I
g ---2---- M
d ---0---- 

a ---3---- R
E---------

I = Index finger, M = Middle finger, R = Ring finger, P = Pinky
This is gonna take a while to get right, and you’ll need to practice to make sure you don’t mute any strings with your fingers. Also, notice there are no 0’s on the high e-string or on the low E-string. Strings with no marks are not to be played, so when you practice, try not to hit them at all. (example: for the C-chord, only play the four middle strings.)
Here are two other chords for you to practice:
     D

e ---2-- M

b ---3-- R 

g ---2-- I

d ---0--

a -------

E-------

      A
e ---0-- 

b ---2-- R 

g ---2-- M

d ---2-- I

a ---0--

E-------

Homework:

1) Know the terms: Chord

2) Practice being able to play the C, D, and A-chords without muting any strings
3) Practice the C-scale until you can play it as fast as you want.

