Lesson 4 – The short one…
So now that you know a few chords, your wrists should be sore from practicing and your fingers should be developing nice calluses…hehe…

But seriously, the reason you learned those chords was to prepare your hands for some serious playing. Other than A, D, and C, here are a few more to practice (you’ll probably have to play them at one time or another)

      E
       F

G

e --0--      e --1--     e --3--
b --0--      b --1--     b --3--

g --1--      g --2--     g --0--
d --2--      d --3--     d --0--
a --2--      a -----      a --2--
E --0--     E -----     E --3--

*remember, if there is a “0”, you play the string even though you aren’t holding down any frets on it, but if there is no “0”, you shouldn’t strum that string.

We’ve been busy training your hands, and now we have to train your mind too. So here’s the basic musical info you’ll need to start rockin’! (These lessons are for electric/rock guitar) 
Remember the set of notes from lesson 1?

Here they are from A to A:

A   Bb  B  C  C#   D   Eb  E   F   F#   G   Ab   A 
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Now imagine that it runs from E to E:

E  F  F#  G  Ab  A  Bb  B  C  C#  D  Eb  E  

Now, you know that when you play the E-string without holding any frets, it plays the note “E”. As you move up the neck (toward the body) the notes get higher and they play the notes above.
So the first fret plays a “F”, the second fret plays a “F#”, the third plays “G”, and so on. 

Here’s an example:

E (notes)---E---F----F#---G--Ab---A---Bb---B----C---C#---D-----Eb---E------
E (frets) ---0----1----2----3----4----5----6-----7----8----9----10----11----12-----
I stopped at the 12th fret because it is “E” and the whole thing starts over (13th is “F”, 14th is “F#”, etc). 

Here’s the A-string:

A (notes)---A---Bb--B---C---C#---D---Eb----E---F---F#----G----Ab----A-----

A (frets) ---0----1----2----3----4----5----6-----7----8----9----10----11----12-----

Trust me, if you can memorize these two strings, you can play nearly any song, but that’s a lesson for next time….

Homework

1) Practice the Chords A, C, D, E, F, G until they sound nice and pretty (remember not to strum those unmarked strings) 

2) Memorize the notes for the E-string. If you want, work on the A-string notes too, but I don’t need you to memorize them until the next lesson.
