Lesson 6 – More Power…

In the last lesson, you learned how to play the power chord. Once you have the finger positions down for the power chord, you can just change the position of your hand to play different chords. Now you should be able to play several power chords on the E-string. Here’s a review of those:
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e ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      

b ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d ------2-----------------3-----------------5-----------------7----------------9-------------

a ------2-----------------3-----------------5-----------------7----------------9-------------

E ------0-----------------1-----------------3-----------------5----------------7------------

That was the basic set of power chords for the E-string. Now we will learn the basic set for the A-string. Here are the notes on the A-string that will be the root notes of the power chords: 
A (notes)---A---Bb--B---C---C#---D---Eb----E---F---F#----G----Ab----A-----

A (frets) ---0----1----2----3----4----5----6-----7----8----9----10----11----12-----

The basic power chords you’ll learn on the A-string are A, B, C, D, E, and F. But before we go into that, we have do go over something. If you remember, the lowest chord you know is the E-chord on the E-string:

    E

e ----

b ----

g ----

d -2--

a -2--

E -0--
So for the A-string it’s the A-chord:

    A

e ----

b ----

g -2--

d -2--

a -0--

E ----

This is a good example of the “over 2 up 2” rule. This means that to play a power chord, you pick the note you want for the chord (here it’s A, or 0 on the A-string) and then you play that note with the two notes that are over 2 frets and up 2 strings (look at the diagram at the top of page 1 and you should see the pattern).
So, here are the major Power chords for the A string:
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e ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      

b ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ------2-----------------4-----------------5-----------------7----------------9----------------10------

d ------2-----------------4-----------------5-----------------7----------------9----------------10------

a ------0-----------------2-----------------3-----------------5----------------7-----------------8-------

E ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can match these chords with their root notes on the A-string (the above chords are in red):

A-String (notes)---A---Bb--B---C---C#---D---Eb----E---F---F#----G----Ab----A-----

A-String  (frets) ---0----1---2----3----4----5----6------7---8----9-----10----11----12-----

Now you should be able to use the E-string and A-string to play the 8 main chords: 

A  B  C  D  E  F  G

Homework
1) Know the terms: over 2 up 2 rule
2) Practice the power chords on the A-sting: A B C D E F 

3) Be able to play any of the chords: A B C D E F G using the E-String or the A-Sting. (depending on which is appropriate)
