Lesson 8 - Your first song…

It’s a very special time for you, children. You’re ready for your very first song! I’ve chosen something simple for you. Don’t worry, we’ll get a little more advanced soon enough, but you have to be comfortable with chord transitions, or changing from one chord to another.
Last thing before I get into the song (sorry). You might want to be aware of strum patterns, which is the direction and pattern of how you strum the chords. There are two kinds: up-strokes and down-strokes. If it’s an up-stroke, you’re strumming towards yourself as you play. In other words, strum from the small e-string to the large E-string. A down-stroke is down, away from you as you play, or from the E-string to the e-string.
 Up-stroke      Down-stroke
e ---\/-----------------/\----

b ---\/-----------------/\----

g ---\/-----------------/\----

d ---\/-----------------/\----

a ---\/-----------------/\----

E ---\/-----------------/\----

They sound slightly different and later on that will be very important. 
Ok, on to the song. I said we’d be starting off simple, and it doesn’t get simpler than Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. First, the lyrics with the Chords:

G5
  D5
    E5
 D5
Twinkle, twinkle little star

C5
B5
 A5            G5
How I wonder what you are

D5      C5        B5
  A5     D5    C5          B5      A5
Up above the world so high, like a diamond in the sky

G5            D5       E5    D5
Twinkle, twinkle little star

C5       B5         A5         G5
How I wonder what you are

This is called “Chord Tablature”. It does not include the tabs for each separate string. Instead it just puts the letter chords over the appropriate lyrics. 
Now here are the tabs:

*it really doesn’t matter which way you strum for this song. I usually just alternate.

e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ----------------------7-----7----------------9----9-----------7--------------------------

d ---5----5------------7-----7----------------9----9-----------7---------------------------

a ---5----5------------5-----5----------------7----7-----------5---------------------------

E ---3----3----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

       Twinkle,          Twinkle                    little              star

e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g -----5-----5-------------4---4------------------------------------------------------------

d -----5-----5-------------4---4------------7-----7-------------5--------------------------

a -----3-----3-------------2---2------------7-----7-------------5--------------------------

E --------------------------------------------5-----5-------------3--------------------------

        How    I

wonder

what   you           are

e ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ----7---7-----------5----5------------------4----4----------------------------------------

d ----7---7-----------5----5------------------4----4--------------7-------------------------

a ----5---5-----------3----3------------------2----2--------------7-------------------------

E ------------------------------------------------------------------5--------------------------

         Up a       -     bove the

world so  
      high
e ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ----7----7----------5-----5----------------4----4-----------------------------------------

d ----7----7----------5-----5----------------4----4---------------7-------------------------

a ----5----5----------3-----3----------------2----2---------------7-------------------------

E -------------------------------------------------------------------5------------------------

         Like a           diamond                  in    the                 sky

e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g ----------------------7-----7----------------9----9-----------7--------------------------

d ---5----5------------7-----7----------------9----9-----------7---------------------------

a ---5----5------------5-----5----------------7----7-----------5---------------------------

E ---3----3----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

       Twinkle,          Twinkle                    little              star

e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g -----5-----5-------------4---4------------------------------------------------------------

d -----5-----5-------------4---4------------7-----7-------------5--------------------------

a -----3-----3-------------2---2------------7-----7-------------5--------------------------

E --------------------------------------------5-----5-------------3--------------------------

        How    I

wonder

what   you           are

This is standard tablature. It’s as easy as playing those chords over the words of the song as you go. Remember, you don’t have change your fingers from chord to chord, just move your hand over!!

Take it slowly (and remember the song isn’t a fast one anyway). You should notice that the chord version earlier matches the tab version here.

Homework:

1) Know the terms: Chord Transitions, Strum pattern, up-stroke, down-stroke, Chord-Tablature.
2) Practice Twinkle, twinkle little star 

3) Try to learn the chords in the standard tabs well enough to play the song with only the chord-tabs.
