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Meeting Energy Demands Through Coal:

Clean technology or not, the dilemma faced with America’s Energy Crisis  

A. Defining Coal Energy
a. The science of coal
b. Technologies of coal
i. Old power generating

ii. New and the future power generating

c. Past and present issues with coal
d. Problems with “clean coal technologies”
B. Statement of Problem and meeting Florida’s energy needs:  FPL’s power plant expansion
a. Where does the coal come from?
i. Appalachian mountains- mountain-top removal and pit mining
ii. South America-Columbia and Brazil
b. Environmental consequences
i. Local and Internationally

c. Social and health Implications- local and internationally
C. Politics of coal plants in Florida
a. State, local, or federal laws that deal with using coal technologies in U.S. and  Florida’s role in reducing Global Warming pollutants and other toxins 
b. Bush’s commitment to the future of national energy needs (Republican stance)
i. 2003 & 2007 “State of the Union Address”
ii. “Clear Skies Legislation” (requirement to reduce 70% of air pollution from energy plants)
iii. “Clean  Coal Initiatives”
c. FPL’s coal-driven power plants in Florida
i. Present facilities
ii. Planned sites- 2 soon and more to follow starting with Everglades 
D. Economics of clean coal vs. renewable energies
a. How much money has been invested in the development of cleaner technologies
i. Florida “Sunshine Energy”
ii. Clean  Coal Initiatives
b. Who’s invested (federal, state, corporations, individual?)
c. What returns are expected?
i. Ex. Whose money and how much is being invested in Renewable and green energy solutions
d. How much money has been spent on renewable energy sources compared to ‘clean coal’ technologies over the past 7 years (Since Kyoto Protocol)?
e. 2006 budget on “Green” energies vs. clean coal?
f. Problems with energies

i. Problems with Renewable Energies (area in FL required to have equip. deployed- (wind-driven and sun-powered) amount of energy generated)
ii. Problems with clean Coal (e.g. basing long-term energy needs that faces a shortage in the future…non-sustainable)

E. Social and Environmental ramifications using “clean coal” power plants
a. The loss of natural areas due to modern extraction techniques

i. Mountain-top removal

b. Importation of coal from South America and other foreign countries

i. No regulation of extraction, environmental safety precautions

c. Societal health issues
i. Toxic pollutions (CO2, Hg, Nox, and Sulfates)

ii. Increased Global warming affects
iii. Health Issues (Smog, respiration issues)

d. Society’s stance on issue?
i. World stance on issue?

1. Developing

2. Industrial

e. My opinion and stance that disprove using coal as an alternative to increasing energy demands.
i. How can I present my stance using emotional belief’s w/o losing credibility 
F. Conclusion
