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Alumni Page Progress Report #3


This is the third report for the FGCU Alumni Page project.  These reports are intermittent hand-ins, to document the work we have done on our project and how we progress through the stages of the development of our software.

This report will cover the user interfaces, the database design, the data dictionary, as well as some statements about the PHP server interaction.
User Interfaces:


At this point in time in the project process, all our user interfaces are done.  Right now the user interfaces are still in regular HTML to ease the design process as well as the layouts that we had to create.  The layouts were done following the Florida Gulf Coast University web design policies that we covered in an earlier report.  The layouts were done using Dreamweaver MX and once we will start the actual coding of the whole website, they will be converted into PHP pages.  The layouts for the alumni page can be found in the attached Zip file, or on the web on our Team’s website.

Database Design:


The design process of the database followed the completion of the layouts of the website.  We drafted a data dictionary, revised it and built and Entity Relationship Diagram (ERD) based on the layouts and the data dictionary.  The purpose of the ERD is to make a graphical representation of the entities, and the relationships between entities, within an information system.  Please see the attached ERD for reference. 
Data Dictionary:


To aid in the design process of the ERD we decided to make a data dictionary which contains information about every entity in the system, as well as the entities attributes and information on those attributes.  Please see the attached data dictionary for reference.

PHP Server Interaction:


PHP or “PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor” is an open source, platform independent web programming language. PHP is an alternative to Microsoft's Active Server Page (ASP) technology. As with ASP, the PHP script is embedded within a Web page along with its HTML. Before the page is sent to a user that has requested it, the Web server calls PHP to interpret and perform the operations called in the PHP script.  We chose PHP primarily for its platform independency and the fact that it would give us another language we could learn and benefit from; furthermore most of us had some basic knowledge of ASP as a Web programming tool and felt that it was not out best choice to use it for this project, due to its slowness in larger operations that would require many accesses within a given time.  Moreover, since we decided to run this Website off an Apache Web server that is hosted on a Linux machine we do not have to meet the system requirements of a similar Web server running Windows 2000 Server with Internet Information Services.
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